From the entomological aspect their main contention is that in nature sandflies are short-lived and females
In support of their contention that the sandfly is short-lived, they also raise the following points :?
(1) 'That there is no proof that in nature the sandfly lives for longer than 6 days, nor that it takes more than one blood meal nor that it ever indulges in raisin juice or plant juices of any other kind.' "It is generally agreed that sandflies would all die by the ?th day if they did not have a second blood meal or some other nutriment. Why they lived for 6 days in nature without more food is not explained. This conclusion is derived from the results of an experiment on the life span of the fly in nature. Sandflies bred in the laboratory were marked and released irf certain situations the same day as they emerged from their pupal cases.
Collections were made from the day after release. It is perfectly obvious therefore that sandflies captured on the 6th day were seven days old, for the day they were marked and released has not been taken into consideration. Sandflies will not live for 7 days on one meal only. In the introduction to the report on the duration of life in nature of P. argentipes, it was stated that for a sandfly to transmit infection it should live for at least 6 days after an infective blood meal. As sandflies feed within the first 24 hours of life, it will be seen that the minimum period for the transmission of kala-azar by P 
